
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We are so excited to have your child(ren) participate in our Spokane Valley Parishes Catholic 

Summer Camp 2022 Birthday Blast: A Celebration of Life. The overall goal of 

this program is to awaken the hearts and minds of kids to the beauty of God’s creation and the 

dignity of the human person. Kids will learn to discover, respect, protect, serve and celebrate life.  

 

We want this to be a whole family experience and so we invite you to attend any of our VBS 

days. You are especially invited to join in our Opening Assembly (9:00-9:25am) and our Closing 

Message (1:00-1:30pm) each day (or whatever days you can make it is fine, too). 

 

Special Kick-Off Event: All our Birthday Blast families are invited to our Kick-Off on 

Sunday, June 26 at 5:00pm. We’ll enjoy a picnic dinner in the Parish Hall (school gym)—you’ll 

get a fun preview of the Birthday Blast week and we’ll have some games and activities for 

families as well! Every child will receive a T-Shirt and a CD of our music for the week. We’ll 

also hand out our coloring contest posters—we encourage each child to do their best job and turn 

them in before our Friday Celebration—we’ll pick winners for fun prizes! We’ll provide dinner 

for our Kick-Off—just come with your family and enjoy meeting all the other Birthday Blasters! 

After our picnic and orientation, we’ll gather together for Sunday Mass at 7pm in the Church. 
 

When does Catholic Summer Camp Begin? Our camp begins on Monday, June 

27 at 9:00am in the Parish Hall (school gym). We’ll finish on Friday, July 1 at 1:30pm. 

 

Drop off 8:45am: A parent or guardian must sign your child in each day at the sign-in 

tables located in the main entry. Take your child to the main hall to their assigned group 

leader. Please do not leave until their group leader arrives. It is important that your child 

arrives on time so we can begin our program on schedule. 

 



Pick-up 1:30pm: We ask that when you pick your child up, you let the group leader know 

and sign them out at the sign-out tables. Remember to take home your child’s craft, any other 

take home items and any parent handouts. 

 

If you need to pick up early: Be sure to let your child’s group leader and/or to me 

know that you need to pick up your child early. Come to the gym to sign your child out first, 

then we’ll go get them. 

 

How much does Catholic Summer Camp cost? The suggested donation is 

$30/child for the week (family rates and scholarships are available, please ask). Make checks 

payable to St. Mary Catholic Parish. You can mail your donation or bring it to the parish office. 

If you are interested in supporting some of the “extras” we want to provide our campers, please 

contact me. I would love to hire some special “birthday party” entertainers (such as face painters, 

balloon animal makers, magic performers) for our Friday Closing Celebration. If you would like 

to sponsor one of our entertainers, that would be so appreciated!  

 

What will the day at Catholic Summer Camp be like? Our camp is designed 

to share many truths about our faith in kid-friendly, exciting and interactive ways. We are going 

to fill our camp with all of the regular VBS fun: music, skits, crafts, games and snacks. After the 

Opening Assembly, your child will be taught the day’s faith lesson by their group leader. The 

faith lesson will teach about our day’s theme, our saint of the day and virtue of the day. After the 

faith stations, our kids will rotate through 3 stations and snacks for the bulk of the day: Bible, 

Crafts, and Games. At noon, we will all gather together in the Mary Courtyard for prayer. We’ll 

be using some of our most treasured forms of prayer—but making them kid friendly! (Due to the 

renovations in the church, we cannot gather there this year) Lunch and playtime begin at 12:30, 

then we close together in the gym with music and our closing message. 

 

What about Catholic Summer Camp T Shirts and other details about 

clothing? T-shirts will be distributed at our Sunday Kick-Off Picnic. 

Please have your child wear their t-shirt each day. Children will need to wear running shoes.  

Bring a sun hat and water bottle and have your child wear sunscreen.  

 

What about lunch? Every camper should bring a sack lunch each day. We will have 

coolers available to help keep lunches cold. We will provide a snack each day at 10:30; lunch 

will be at 12:30. Be sure to inform us of any food allergies! 

 



Is there a special closing ceremony? Yes! We will have a Closing Celebration on 

Friday, July 1, noon-1:30pm. We’ll begin with our Closing Ceremony at noon, then we’ll have 

picnic lunch and games until 1:30pm. Bring a picnic lunch and the family and enjoy this special 

play time. Our big birthday party bash will include games, entertainers, and more! We hope your 

whole family can join us! Campers will also have an opportunity to “shop” at our Birthday Blast 

Store. Throughout the week we’ll be handing out balloon cards to those we catch being good! 

Kids can redeem their balloon cards at our store on Friday for all sorts of wonderful items.  

 

Is there a service project connected with our Catholic Summer Camp?  
Yes! We will have a special service project to support local organizations involved in pro-life 

activities. In addition to “spare change” baby bottles, we will be collecting items for “baskets for 

babies.” We will give a list of items to our campers on the first day of our week together. Thank 

you for helping us support the precious lives of babies and their families in our community. 

 

How can I help?  

• We ask every family to pray for all our campers each day! Pray that each child will come 

to know Jesus Christ in a more intimate and powerful way. Pray that each child feels a 

closer connection to the Church and to our parish communities. Pray for all our volunteer 

leaders and for all our families. 

• Be sure to reinforce the lessons learned at camp—read through the parent materials your 

child will bring home and use this as an opportunity to share/encourage/explain. If there 

are any “rough patches” for your child during the week, please contact your child’s group 

leader or me—we want to help every child have a successful and positive experience.  

• If you are able to volunteer, please contact me right away. We can always use more 

volunteers to lighten everyone’s load. If you are able to make a donation to support the 

expenses of the camp, I would be most grateful as well. 

 

Please let me know about any health concerns for your child: food or other 

allergies, or anything else we should know about. We want to keep our campers 

safe and happy!  

 

May God bless you and your family, 

 

 

Marie Bricher, Director of Religious Education 

St. Mary Catholic Parish 


